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Status and Trends of European Pollinators
Pollination is an essential
ecosystem service, vital to the
maintenance both of wild plant
communities and agricultural
productivity. Pollination services
depend on both domesticated
and wild pollinator populations,
and both may be affected by a
range of recent and projected
environmental changes, with
unknown consequences.
The overall aim of STEP is to
assess the current status and
trends of pollinators in Europe,
quantify the relative importance
of various drivers and impacts of
change, identify relevant
mitigation strategies and policy
instruments, and disseminate this
to a wide range of stakeholders.

http://www.step-project.net

Project Objectives

Document the status and trends of pollinator and
animal-pollinated plant populations;
Determine and analyse the multiple pressures that
are driving changes in pollinators and animalpollinated plants at scales ranging from single
fields to landscapes to the whole of Europe;
Assess the impact of changes in pollinator
populations and communities on wild plants and
crops and changes in floral resources on
pollinators;
Evaluate and synthesize strategies to mitigate the
impacts of changes in pollinators and animalpollinated plants;
Assess how multiple drivers affect pollinators and
animal-pollinated plants at local and landscapes
scales using focused empirical tests and
observations;
Analyse and improve the interface between the
scientific knowledge-base on pollinator change
assessment and policy instruments to reduce
pollinator/pollination loss and mitigate its effects;
Develop communication and educational links with
a wide range of stakeholders and the general
public on the importance of recent shifts in
pollinators, the main drivers and impacts of
pollinator shifts and mitigation strategies through
dissemination and training.
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Approach

The proposed work will document recent trends
in pollinators and insect-pollinated plants, assess
the role of different drivers in causing such
trends, assess the ecological and economic
impacts of these changes and of potential
mitigation actions that may be taken, and
integrate and disseminate our findings to a wide
range of stakeholders. STEP will take an
inclusive approach by considering the widest
range of pollinator taxa including both managed
pollinators (honeybees and some bumblebee
and solitary bee species) and wild pollinators
(bumblebees, solitary bees, hoverflies and
butterflies) as all these groups contribute to
different aspects of pollination services of
Europe’s crops and wild flowers.
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